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BACKGROUND 
 
Born:  Troy, New York - 9 August 1955 
Home:  Troy, New York 
Marital status:  Divorced - 3 children 
Religion:  Roman Catholic 
Education:  Hudson Valley CC, AA, ’78; Russell Sage Col, BA, ’81; W. New England Col, JD, 
‘91 
Military:  None specified 
Profession:  Lawyer; safety program director 
Political:  New York Republican State Committee Executive Director, 1992; New York 

Commissioner of Labor, 1995-87; Deputy Secretary to Gov George Pataki (R), 1997-98.  
Defeated Jean Bordewich (D) in the 1998 general election with 55% of the vote to succeed 
Rep Gerald B. H. Solomon (R) who retired.  Reelected in 2000 with 68% of the vote.  In 
2002 won by 73.4% in the newly redrawn 20th District. 

Rep Sweeney, considerably more moderate than his predecessor, campaigned for 
lower taxes and deregulation of business a way to revitalize his suburban Albany district.  
Supports a constitutional amendment against flag burning and opposes NAFTA and the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade.  Opposes a Federal ban on abortion. 

In the 106th Congress, was chosen to serve as freshman representative to the GOP 
Steering Committee.  Introduced H.R. 284, a bill to require employers to give employees 
who are members of a reserve component a leave of absence for participation in an honor 
guard for a funeral of a veteran.  (CR, 6Jan99)  Commenting on the VA budget, said that 
the Republican $1 billion increase over the Administration's budget should head off 
predicted closures of VA facilities.  (CR, 24Mar99)  Sponsored amdt to H.R. 1555, FY00 
Intelligence Authorization Bill, to protect the identities of of agents and impose criminal 
penalties on those who willfully disclose those identities.  (CR, 13May99)  Authored amdt 
to H.R. 1654, FY00 NASA Authorization Bill, requiring NASA to certify in advance of any 
agreement with the People's Republic of China that the exchange of technology will not 
improve Chinese missile or space launch capabilities.  (CR, 19May99)  Responsible for 
two amdts to H.R. 1401, FY00 Defense Authorization Bill:  one requiring DoD and DoE IG 
conduct annual audit of policies related to the export of technologies and transfer of 
scientific equipment to China, and the other requiring SecDef to provide necessary 
materials, equipment and training to support non-governmental organizations such as 
the VFW, DAV, American Legion and other veterans groups in providing honor guard 
services.  (CR, 10Jun99) 

Additional:  Pursued career in professional baseball but it did not work out. 
AF Bases:  Schenectady Apt (ANG) 
 
COMMITTEES 
APPROPRIATIONS -- Subcs on Homeland Security; Transportation/Treasury; Commerce-

Justice 


